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Working possibilities for partners 
 
When coming to the Netherlands to work for a longer period of time, you may want to bring your 
other half with you. But what about your partner? Can he or she work in the Netherlands as well? 
 
Allowed to work 
 
The general rule is quite simple: as regards to work, your partner has the same rights as you. This 
means that if your residence permit allows you to work without a work permit, your partner does 
not need one either. Likewise, if you are only allowed to work with a work permit, your partner 
will need one too. Your partner’s future employer is responsible for the work permit application.  
 
However, there are some exceptions to this rule. These can be fairly complicated. For more 
information, you can contact UvA SIO. 
 
In Amsterdam there are several agencies which typically recruit for placements that do not require 
knowledge of the Dutch language.  
 
Find a job  
 
We always try first to offer your partner a job in the faculty or in our network.  
 
If this isn’t possible, then your partner is offered a career support program for international staff to 
help finding employment in the Netherlands   
The program consists of 3 parts: 
1. Applying the Dutch way 
2. Cultural Awareness,  
3. Job hunting 2.0. using social media 


