
About the UvA-VU collaboration and other scientifi c stuff

Teaching and learning objectives 
for joint science programmes
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Student present at Faculty 
of Science’s management 
meetings

� e UvA/VU vision on 
teaching and learning is due 
to be presented shortly. � is 
vision sets out the objectives 
for science programmes at 
the University of Amsterdam 
(UvA) and VU University 
Amsterdam (VU).

� e UvA/VU vision on teach-
ing and learning was drawn 
up by the directors of Educa-
tion of the science faculties of 
both the UvA and VU. ‘Both 
faculties already had their 
own vision on teaching and 
learning. � ere was little dif-
ference between them,’ says 
Michel Haring, director of 
Education at the UvA Faculty 
of Science. However, we want-
ed to create a shared vision for 
our collaboration.’

� e new vision sets out the 
objectives for the joint science 
programmes. ‘For example, 
the vision on teaching and 
l;earning will o� er guidance 
when lecturers redesign the 
curricula in the future. ‘One 
of the six key points in the vi-
sion is to enable students to 
develop academic skills. ‘We 
want to prepare students for 
various roles in society,’ ac-
cording to Haring.

Another key point is the small-
er scale of education.  Besides 
larger groups of students at-
tending lectures, students will 
also be taught in small groups. 
Quality is more important 
than quantity. ‘We have no 
desire to expand merely for 
the sake of expansion.  � is 
means that we must closely 
monitor the capacity of a pro-
gramme. Our programmes 
will be internationally orient-
ed. In the future, all Master’s 
programmes will be taught in 
English as well as a number of 
Bachelor’s programmes.’

Lecturers, programme di-
rectors and students have 

meanwhile provided their 
comments on the plan dur-
ing various feedback sessions. 
Feedback from the � nal ses-
sion will be collected this 
month. � e shared vision on 
teaching and learning will be 
available from our websites by 
the end of this year.

Interested in learning more 
about the UvA/VU vision on 
teaching and learning? Join 
the Student’s colloquium of 
the UvA Faculty of Science in 
the Brainwave on Tuesday, 11 
November at 17:00.

On 4 November 2014, Aniek 
van Onzenoort (3rd year Beta-
gamma programme) attend-
ed her � rst meeting of the 
Faculty of Science’s manage-
ment team. Aniek was nom-
inated by the Faculty Student 
Council (FSR) to regularly at-

tend these meetings and pro-
vide the management team 
with relevant input from the 
student body for setting the 
organisational agenda.

Suggestions? You can reach her 
at dstudentfnwi@gmail.com. 
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The Student council: 
The what and the how

As Faculty Student Council (FSR) we of-
ten are asked who we are and what we 
do. Because the faculty is trying this 
new way of communicating, we �igured 

this would be a pretty great moment to introduce 
ourselves to those who do not know us yet, and 
even for the ones that already do know us it’s a 
nice reminder of what kind of machinations go on 
in room A1.26.

The student council takes part in the forming and exe-
cution of faculty policy. After the Maagdenhuis-
bezetting (a kind of “occupy maagdenhuis” if you 
will) in 1969 actions followed because of it, leading 
to students getting more of a right of say in the gov-
erning of the University. Before this moment, only the 
dean and staff had the power to govern the university, 
and students weren’t happy at all. This ultimately led 
to the aforementioned occupation. Nowadays, when 
the dean wants to change something about the faculty 
which has something to do with education, she has 
to ask the student council for advice. There are even 
several cases, for example the OER, in which the stu-
dent council has to approve of these cases before the 
changes can be accepted and implemented.

Because the student council has to effectively repre-
sent the students we are elected in May, this gives us 
time to learn the ropes of the student council. During 
the year, starting in September, we do not only advise 
the dean on the �iles she asks us about, but we also 
advise her on cases and events we see or hear from 
the students. Because we represent all the student of 
the Faculty of Science, and we would like to know all 
the problems and best practices they encounter, it is 
important that each of them knows who to turn to.
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TUESDAY 11.11.2104
17:00 - 17:45
Student Colloquium, Brainwave 

WEDNESDAY 19.11.2014
12:00 - 13:00 - BetaBreak
Central Hall, Science Park 904

A list of all workshops, conferen-
ces and events can be found in the 
Events list on student.uva.nl.

More information? Please visit room A1.26, send an email 
to fnwi@studentenraad.nl or see studentenraad.nl/fnwi

Aniek van Onzenoort


