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Academic freedom

the principle that staff of academic institutions are 
free to perform their scientific research



Academic freedom is limited by 

the fundamental  interest of independence of 
science

and  by responsibilities towards society



Academic freedom may be limited when partners…

Engage in practices that are widely 

held to be harmful to society



Academic freedom may be limited when partners…

Engage in practices that constitute  

serious violations of fundamental norms 

of (inter)national law 



Academic freedom may be limited when partners…

Engage in public deception about the 

beneficial or harmful impacts of their

activities



Academic freedom and responsibilities towards society:

A balancing act
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